
Each Godparent must fill out their own form

Basic Norms of the Church

It is a very ancient custom of the Church that a godparent be present at the celebration of the sacrament of Baptism or

Confirmation. The role of the godparent is: a) to represent the Church, together with the celebrant who baptizes or

confirms, by receiving the person into ecclesial communion; and b) to accompany the person in living the Catholic

Christian life.

According to Canon 874 of the Code of Canon Law, the Church may admit a person as a godfather or godmother if: a) he

or she is over sixteen years of age; b) he or she is a baptized Catholic who has received Confirmation, has already

received Holy Eucharist and lives a life of faith in accordance with the role he or she is to play; and c) he or she is

neither the father nor the mother of the person.

Given the functions and role of a godparent, a non-Catholic Christian cannot be admitted as such; however, they may

serve as a Christian witness at the baptism, provided there is a Catholic godparent (c. 874 2). A baptized Catholic who

does not meet the sacramental or canonical requirements to be a godparent cannot serve as a Christian witness. This

includes those who subsequently renounced the faith to join another ecclesial community or entity. Those who are not

baptized and those whose baptism is not recognized by the Catholic Church cannot serve as Christian witnesses, but

are welcome to be present at the ceremony.

It should be noted that a Catholic aspiring to be a godparent "leads a life of faith in accordance with the role they will

play." This means that the candidate for godparent: a) sincerely believes in and strives to put into practice the Word of

God as taught by the Catholic Church; b) prayerfully attends Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation; and c) if

married, is married according to the requirements of the Catholic Church. One godparent is required. Two godparents

may be appointed, provided one is male and the other female.

Please read this document in its entirety.

Candidate name:

Which sacrament will the candidate receive? Baptism Confirmation

Note: The candidate is the person who will receive the sacrament.

FORM BST. JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH
720 West 13th Street, Newton, NC 28658 | (828) 464-9207

This section must be filled out by the godparent



 Type  Wedding Location  City/State  Date  Officiant
       Catholic 
       Civil Union, 
       Common Law, 
       Other 
       De Facto Union

         Priest 
         Deacon 
         Minister 
         Judge 
         Justice of the Peace

 Sacrament  Name of the church  City/State  Date

 Baptism

 First Communion

 Confirmation

Godparent

Please complete the section below if you are married.
Note: To serve as a godparent, the godparent must be canonically free. This means that Catholics in invalid marriages and those living together without being married cannot be godparents.

After completing the previous section, if you are single, that is, if you have never been married, skip directly to the section on the practice of faith.

Sacramental history

Practice of faith
 Name of the church  City/State  Pastor's name

Which church
do you go to?

 Weekly  Monthly  Occasionally  Seldom  Never

 How often do you attend?

Yes No
Are you up to date with your obligations?

Relationship to the candidate: (for example, aunt, friend, etc.):

Godparent Information 

 Name

 Middle name

 Last name

 Address 

 Phone number

 Email

This section must be filled out by the godparent

This section must be filled out by the godparent

Note: Marking YES means that you attend Mass regularly, receive the sacraments of
Confession and Communion, support the Church financially according to your means, and (if
married) have a marriage recognized by the Catholic Church. Otherwise, mark NO.



Parish certification
To be completed by the Godparent's Pastor

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

       Pastor's Signature:                                                                                                                                                                Date:                                            

I hereby certify that                                                                                                    is a registered member, a practicing
Catholic in good standing, and that he/she is eligible to serve as a godparent.

I solemnly declare that I have read and understood the rules and regulations necessary to serve as a godparent.
I testify that I meet these requirements and I commit to supporting the candidate on their faith journey. I
solemnly declare that I meet the requirements of the Catholic Church for this role. I strive to put into
practice the Word of God as taught by the Church and I prayerfully attend Mass on Sundays.

Godparent's Signature:                                                                                                 Date: 

Rules and requirements for godparents
He must be a practicing Catholic, at least 16 years old, and not be the father or mother of the person

receiving the sacrament.

He must be fully initiated, having received Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist.

Only one godparent is allowed for Confirmation; if two are chosen for Baptism, there must be one

man and one woman.

Single godparents must present their Confirmation certificate. Married godparents must present their

Catholic marriage certificate.

Members of this parish must be registered for at least 6 months.

The 5 Precepts: Godparents must attend Mass/Holy Days, confess their serious sins annually, receive

the Eucharist during Eastertide, observe days of fasting/abstinence, and provide for the needs of the

Church.

A baptized non-Catholic Christian can only serve as a "Christian witness" if a Catholic godparent is

also present.

This section must be filled out by the godparent
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